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The annual Report of  2009-2010 records the activities and programmes of  the year 
2009. After the general election in 2009, the UPA Government is in office for a second 
consecutive term. The policies and the programmes of  the UPA government were based 
on the Common Minimum Programme (CMP). The CMP was considered as political 
response to the social development trajectory and it sought a significant change and 
advance in social justice. However, the UPA government failed to translate the CMP 
promises and priorities into clear policy directives backed with substantial financial 
commitments. In its second term, UPA II Government expected to review the failures 
of  the promises in the CMP and take forward its unfinished agenda in social sector. 

One of  the noted initiatives of  this year was organising a successful Welcome Fair 
for Parliamentarians. Soon after the general election, in July 2009, CLRA in 
collaboration with other civil society organisations launched a Welcome Kit for 
Parliamentarians, which was aimed at providing members of  the new parliament with 
the latest and up-to-date policy information on wide ranging issues of  socio-economic 
development. The initiative was also sought to address the issues of  existing gap 
between the policy makers and social sector organisations and thus make available 
relevant and latest information on urgent pressing issues of  socio-economic 
development.

The another major initiative of  this year was organising Door to Door Advocacy 
programme for Parliamentarians on Climate Change by involving young students from 
different Delhi Schools.

On behalf  of  trustees and team members of  CLRA, I place this Annual Report for 
the Year 2009-2010. I take this occasion to convey my deep gratitude to all our 
supporters, partners and well wishers for their continuing cooperation and support.

Vinod Bhanu
Executive Director, CLRA
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Overview of  the Programmes

Parliamentarians’ Welcome Fair 2009

ª

ª

ª

ª

ª

ª

Welcome Fair – 29 July 2009 
Delegation of  NGOs
National consultation Nutrition – 23 sept 2009
Orientation programme CC – 18 Nov 2009
Door to Door CC – 8-9 Dec 2009
National consultation NHB – 28 Jan 2010

In July 2009, CLRA, in collaboration with several civil society organisations, 
launched a Welcome kit for Parliamentarians, which was aimed at providing 
members of  the new Parliament with the latest, up-to-date research on wide ranging 
issues of  socio-economic developments. 

The Kit was launched by Mr. Jairam Ramesh, Hon’ble Minister of  Environment 
and Forests, Mr. Dinesh Trivedi, Hon’ble Minister of  State, Health and Family 
Welfare, and Ms. Agatha Sangma, Hon’ble Minister of  State, Rural Development and 
was attended by over 75 MPs.

The Welcome Kit for Parliamentarians contains a series of  comprehensive 
documents on different social sector/human development issues like climate 
change, maternal mortality, nutrition security, family planning, MDGs, tobacco 
control, etc., which need to be urgently prioritised by the Parliamentarians. The 
short, accessible policy booklets and briefs in the Welcome Kit were prepared and 
developed with the collaboration of  our partner organisations – Oxfam India, 
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Populations Services International, India, CARE India, HRIDAY, CENTAD, 
International AIDS Vaccine Initiative India, SAHAYOG, SAMA: A Resource 
Group for Women Health, and Save the Children India. These documents provide 
vital and expert guidance to Parliamentarians and suggest ways in which they can use 
the Kit to further the cause of  people-centric development. 

Parliamentarians were encouraged to visit stalls put up by our partner 
organisations (Oxfam India, CARE India, PSI, SAMA, CENTAD, HRIDAY, 
SAHAYOG and IAVI India). This enabled important and constructive interaction 
between Parliamentarians and Civil Society Organisations, and allowed personnel 
from the organisations in attendance to make short presentations to the Ministers 
and other MPs on some of  the aforementioned issues.

The Welcome Fair was organised with an aim to effectively disseminate CLRA’s 
‘Parliamentarians’ Welcome Kit 2009’ and further to actively engage 
parliamentarians on different issues that are addressed in the Kit through interaction 
with civil society partners who have contributed.

Welcome kit inaugural function – Union Ministers and MPs
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Delegation of  CSOs 

After the successful launch of  a Welcome Kit for Parliamentarians in July 2009, 
we organised three high profile meetings with Smt. Pratibha Patil, Hon’ble President 
of  India, Mr. Hamid Ansari, Hon’ble Vice-President of  India, and Dr. Syeda 
Hameed, Member, Planning Commission. These meetings were meant for 
representatives of  civil society organisations to formally present the Welcome Kit to 
both the political dignitaries and the Planning Commission members. In all these 
meetings, civil society organisations were asked to make short presentations about 
their work in India and their future plans. 

The delegation from Oxfam India, Care India, International AIDS Vaccine 
Initiative, United Nations Millennium Campaign, HRIDAY, Population Services 
International, Save the Children, CENTAD, and SAHAYOG, all made short 
presentations to the President and the Vice President

CSO Delegation to Hon'ble President of India 
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During these meetings, the Welcome Kit for Parliamentarians was used as a tool 
to make oral presentations. As a resource manual for both general and issue specific 
orientation programmes, the Welcome Kit has been hailed as an important civil 
society document. We propose to constantly update the Welcome Kit so as to keep it 
up-to-date. 

CSO Delegation meeting with Hon'ble Vice President of India 

National Consultation on Nutrition

rdOn 23  September 2009, CLRA in collaboration with CARE India organised a 
National Consultation on Nutrition to bring together different stakeholders to 
discuss the state of  nutrition security in India and pave way for collectively decided 
strategies to improve the levels of  nutrition in the country. 

The struggle against malnutrition and under-nutrition must start by recognition 
of  the extent of  the problem and Smt. Krishna Tirath, Hon’ble Minister of  Women 
and Child Development and the Chief  Guest at the event highlighted the same in her 
keynote address, pointed out India’s poor performance on nutrition, and stressed the 
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need to universalise qualitative access to ICDS to combat it. She stated, “This (ICDS) 
approach will not only focus on increasing the number of  angandwadi centres but 
will endeavour to provide quality services to Indian people, in every corner of  the 
country.”

The Consultation saw the launch of  a socially relevant docu-drama, Aisa Bhi 
Hota Hai, made by CARE in collaboration with the World Bank, which calls for 
convergent action to address the issue of  malnutrition in the country so that the 
children of  the country have a real chance of  reaching their full development and 
realising their full potential. The Consultation brought together Parliamentarians like 
Dr. Anup K Saha, Dr. Kakoli Ghosh Dastidar and Smt. Viplove Thakur and national 
and international civil society organisations to discuss the various facets of  the 
problem as it exists today and the associative roles that different stakeholders can 
play on the basis of  their capacities. 

Inaugural Session – Hon'ble WCD Minister 
with MPs and officials of the WCD

Dr. Kakoli Ghosh Dastidar, a Parliamentarian from West Bengal, stressed the important links between 
maternal mortality and malnutrition and urged all the participants in general and the government 
functionaries in particular to look at the issue of  lack of  nutrition holistically by focusing on all the 
contributing factors and their particular effects on the lives of  the most vulnerable – women and 
children. Another Parliamentarian from West Bengal, Dr. Anup Kumar Saha was also present at the 
meeting, and said that the parliamentarians have greater role in putting the under-nutrition and nutrition 
issues in the political agenda. 
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Orientation Programme on Climate Change 

An orientation programme was organised for the students from the participant 
schools by CLRA on 18 November 2009. The orientation programme was a prelude 
to the door to door advocacy programme for parliamentarians. Climate change 
experts from Oxfam India, CANSA, Greenpeace and IYCN were invited to make 
presentations on the basics of  climate change, climate politics, and the then 
upcoming international negotiations in Copenhagen. The school students were also 
presented information on how to effectively interact with Parliamentarians. All the 
sessions were organised in an interactive manner so as to facilitate interaction 
between students and climate change experts. 

Annual Report 2009-2010

Door-to-Door Advocacy on Climate Change

Focus group on climate change under Parliamentarians’ Group on Millennium 
Development Goals had organised a door-to-door advocacy programme on climate 
change for Parliamentarians with the aim to create and enhance their awareness on 
the issues of  climate change, and ultimately encourage support for climate change 



10

mitigation and adaptation policies in government and facilitate greater engagement 
in climate change related issues among Parliamentarians in the long run.

The programme involved the participation of  six schools from New Delhi and 
these were: Modern School, Barakhamba Road., St. Columba’s, Springdales School, 
DPS Vasant Kunj, the Indian School, and Sanskriti School. Selected students from 
these schools were oriented through a programme conducted by the leading experts 
in the area of  climate change and were transformed into climate change activists. 

Over 100 students assembled at 6 Janpath, New Delhi for the flagging off  
ceremony that was attended by several Parliamentarians who shared tips on how to 
engage with Parliamentarians whom the students were scheduled to meet as part of  
the Door-to-Door programme. These tips proved to be very helpful when students 
met with over 145 Parliamentarians over the two days of  the programme. 

Travelling between 
Parliamentarians’ homes, 
the  students  re layed  
information on the need to 
combat carbon emissions 
and address climate change 
at a personal level to 
Parliamentarians and their 
families too. By handing out 
advisory material, including 
a 12 step flyer outlining the 
ways Parliamentarians can 
reduce carbon emissions in 
their personal and professional lives, and offering verbal information on climate 
change issues that can be addressed on an individual basis, CLRA hoped that 
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Parliamentarians will reflect on their own actions and hopefully modify their 
behaviour. Furthermore, by mobilising youth climate change activists from local 
schools to engage with parliamentarians on the issue of  climate change, CLRA found 
that Parliamentarians were more receptive to the awareness raising programme. 

The other interesting aspect of  the programme was the use of  green report cards 
to grade Parliamentarians on how environmentally sensitive their lifestyles are. All 
the 145 Parliamentarians were successfully graded and after the exercise depending 
on how the Parliamentarians scored, a series of  recommendations on initiatives 
Parliamentarians can take to help citizens from their constituencies adapt to climate 
change were passed along. The recommendations apart from suggesting what 
changes they can make to their own lifestyles also suggested ways in which 
Parliamentarians can utilise legislative arenas to help India combat the effects of  
climate change. 

At the end of  the second day, the students were invited to the Constitution Club 
to share their experiences and make presentations on their findings of  how healthy 
and environment friendly the lifestyles of  Parliamentarians are. This culmination 
ceremony attended by Parliamentarians from across the party spectrum involved the 
handing out of  certificates to students in recognition of  their contribution to the 
fight against climate change and encouraged them to take up similar advocacy roles 
in the future. 
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National Consultation on National Health Bill:

The draft National Health Bill, 2009 was posted on the website of  Ministry of  
Health and Family Welfare in January 2009 to invite comments from the public in an 
effort to make the process of  drafting of  legislations more participatory. Centre for 
Legislative Research and Advocacy in collaboration with Oxfam India organized the 
first ever large-scale discussion on the draft Bill on 28 January 2010 to facilitate the 
process of  civil society experts, the Ministry officials and the general public 

exchanging views and comments on the 
draft Bill. Marking the huge success, the 
Consultation brought together for the first 
time all the important stakeholders in a 
dialogue around public health, the state’s 
responsibilities in this regard and legitimate 
demands that citizens can place on the state. 
C i v i l  s o c i e t y  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  
Parliamentarians, the Ministry of  Health 
and Family Welfare, and other concerned 
ministries as also the wider public were a 
part of  this consultation.

The one day long consultation was enriched by the deliberations and 
presentations by the following eminent panel of  speakers and all the participants 
who made the Consultation a success: Dr. Amar Jesani, Mr. Amarjeet Sinha, Ms. 
Shruti Pandey, Mr. Sunil Nandraj, Prof. Ritupriya, Ms. Renu Khanna, Mr. Colin 
Gonsalves, Dr. Abhay Shukla, Dr. D Banerji, Prof. Imarana Qadeer, Dr. A K Shiva 
Kumar, Dr. Tapas Sen, Mr. Ravi Duggal, Dr N J Kurien, Mr. Biraj Patnaik, Dr. 
Srinath Reddy 

The drafting of  the Draft National Health Bill, 2009 came at a time when it had 
been widely established that despite high economic growth, health inequities have 

Annual Report 2009-2010



13

persisted since the time of  Independence. These health inequities relate to the access 
of  health services in India as well as health delivery mechanisms in the country that 
continue to be abysmal. Socio-economic statuses, gender caste-class combines 
continue to influence access to even primary health care. This lack of  access is 
compounded by the fact that out of  pocket spending on healthcare continues to be 
high and neither public nor private health care facilities are strengthened enough to 
deliver what is asked of  them. 

In the concluding session, the chief  guest was Mr. Dinesh Trivedi, Hon’ble 
Minister of  State, Health and Family Welfare, who listened to all the concerns of  civil 
society organizations vis-à-vis the draft National Health Bill, 2009.  The Minister 
acknowledged the role that social determinants play in guaranteeing a healthy 
lifestyle and said, “The 
right to life cannot be 
granted without a right to 
health” and emphasised 
on the need for having a 
per manent  work ing  
g roup  to  c r i t i c a l l y  
examine the activities of  
the Ministry and keep it 
on its toes.

A press briefing was also held as a part of  the consultation, which was attended 
by a good number of  media persons from both electronic and print media.  The 
Consultation ended with an outline of  how the participants propose to take the Bill 
forward. In a concluding note, CLRA said that they will consolidate the responses 
and recommendations received in the Consultation and will forward them to the 
Ministry of  Health and Family Welfare, and hoped that this will speed up the 
finalisation of  the draft Bill and its eventual passing in the Parliament.
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CLRA strives to create a unique and enabling space for legislative advocacy, and 
CLRA has been instrumental for many of  its partner organisations and other civil 
society groups to pay attention to the need of  engaging with Members of  Parliament 
and other key political leaders. CLRA has been trying to build formal collaboration 
with many of  its partner organisations and thus to improve its effectiveness and 
sustainability of  its advocacy efforts.

The following organisations are our programme based working partners on 
various issues of  intervention:

Oxfam India
New Delhi

Centad
New Delhi

International AIDS Vaccine Initiatives (IAVI)
New Delhi

HRIDAY
New Delhi

SAHAYOG
Lucknow, UP 

Population Service International, India
New Delhi

Save the Children
New Delhi

CARE India
New Delhi

SAMA: A Resource Group for Women and Health

Partnerships & Networking
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